Paws are good informers of the health of rabbits (2)
Esther van Praag

The fur density of paws and their cleanliness informs about the health of a rabbit and
the environment in which it lives. Indeed, the paws are used to wash the face, the
ears, to clean discharge irritating nostrils, but they are also in contact with the
ground and the litter on which it lives.
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Clinical signs of a Pseudomonas infection
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It is the ink of a newspaper on which this rabbit hopped around, which stained the fur of his
paws.
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Treatment of Pseudomonas
The infected fur is delicately shaved and
the

inflamed

skin

is

treated

with

an

antibiotic cream. If the infection is severe,
local treatment should be accompanied by
an aggressive systemic antibiotic treatment.
Prevention
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the rabbit. A regular inspection of the
rabbit’s dentition helps detect defects of the
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Figure 3:

localized

Rabbit
suffering
from
a
Pseudomonas infection, caused by
a defect watering system. (Picture
courtesy by Dr M. Schoenbaum)

and

diffuse.
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A

secondary bacterial infection is possible if
the Pseudomonas dermatitis is not treated,
with

the

development

of

cutaneous

abscesses.
Diagnostic
Even when the presence of Pseudomonas
bacteria is confirmed after staining of the fur
or pus, a bacterial culture and an
antibiogram are advised in order to test the
susceptibility of the bacterial strain to one or
more antibiotics (Figure 3). Indeed, some
strains of Pseudomonas aeruginosa have
developed
a
resistance
to
multiple
antibiotics after living in the soil among
other bacteria, yeasts or fungi that excrete
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