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Dermatoxys veligerz
Esther van Praag, Ph.D.

Dermatoxys veligera infests wild lagomorphs throughout the USA, and is
occasionally found in house rabbits, D. viakhaasi parasites hares in South
Africa, while D. hispaniensis is found in Spain. Dermatoxys sp does not
represent a public health danger.

The biology and life cycle of D. veligera is not well known, but is probably
direct. The eggs are oval (110 * 50 um) and slightly flattened on one side.
They embryonate when oviposited. The L, stage larvae are usually found
attached by hooks to the mucosa of the cecum. The males (8 - 11 mm long)
are characterized by a small spicule, while the females (16 mm long) have a
vulva located in the cranial half of their body. The worms live free in the
lumen of the cecum.

The clinical sign of Dermatoxis spp. infestation is typhlitis (inflammation of
the cecum), due to the attachment of the L, stage larvae. No clinical signs
are ascribed to the infection by adult worms. Their presence can be
identified by fecal flotation for the presence of the eggs in the feces.

Treatment
‘ piperazine adipate 200 mg/kg PO, repeated in 14 days
ivermectin 200-400 pg/kg, PO, SC
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